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Flor Ayuda
Translation of Newsletter December 2009

Annual Report 2009

Dear friends of Flor Ayuda,

We are pleased to present herewith the annual report 2009. 

Please inform people who might wish to receive our newsletter, to check our website: www.florayuda.nl 

Report of our man in Guatemala, Mr. Vitalino Cuca:

This year the improvements of the integral health of our students as well as the integration of several projects were the main points of interest.

Healthy food

At the Dr. Bloem school we have stopped selling carbonated drinks and unhealthy sweets, replacing them with soya bread, fruits and fruit juices, provided by the women who joined our cooking courses. We are successfully selling healthy soya milk (1 quetzal per cup) to students, parents and even people in the neighborhood.  Students with Marimba scholarships have been introduced to this product and are involved in promoting this product as well.

Health insurance

We have started a micro health insurance for our students at very low costs. Injuries are treated in our own clinic.

Dr. Bloem School

In 2009 up to 520 students were enrolled in the Dr. Bloem School, of which 71 students joined the adult education program in the weekend. Extra attention was given to cultural activities and sport. We invited schools to join the indoor soccer and basketball competition. Six schools participated. Cultural events were organized together with other schools. A symphonic orchestra from a school in Guatemala City gave a performance in the playground of our school.
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Report of Mr. Gert Kuiper Representative of Impulsis

Mr. Gert Kuiper, representative of Impulsis, visited FA projects in Guatemala in March 2009. Impulsis (Support, Inspiration and Cooperation) is a Dutch development organization and is a sponsor of FA projects. His report:

Dr. Bloem School

The building is in good shape and the management/staff is working hard to provide an interesting and innovatory curriculum following the latest developments in education, different from the traditional state educational program.  Special attention is given to literature, music and the arts. Most teachers were born in the area themselves which helps them to better understand the mentality of the students. Students seem disciplined. My compliments to the school!

Due to lack of space there is a proposal for a new building 

At the beginning of the school year 100 – 150 students were declined admission to the school. A new building for approximately another 500 students has been suggested.  
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The Clinic Jac. De Wit

The Clinic has ongoing financial problems due to the fact that the local population cannot pay treatment costs. In September a representative of PUM visited (unpaid) the clinic to evaluate the situation. Following his recommendations measures for improvement have been taken.  A long term scenario will be presented later.
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Technical School

The building of the technical school has been completed and will be inaugurated in January 16th 2010. Students from the districts of Sacoj and El Milagro now have the possibility to study closer to home, as opposed to traveling 3 hours every day to Guatemala City.  

“It is the most beautiful school for vocational studies in Guatemala,” says the ministry! 
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The school will start with courses for electro engineering, auto maintenance, professional cooking and computer techniques.  More courses will be offered in the future.  

Funds – Donations

The funds for the school building were donated by FA (supported by Cofra Foundation, ASML Foundation, Anton Jurgens Foundation, amongst others).  Impulsis doubled the money that FA donated! Continuous support is necessary to keep and maintain building and program. FA believes that education is the only way out of poverty.  We also hope that future generous donations will be given to realize our programs and help young people to get an education for a better future. 
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Garbage collectors

It is working!
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Women’s Courses

This program is very successful. In 2009 up to 75 women attended courses. The People’s University of Guatemala evaluates these courses. After finishing a 3 year course the University provides a state certified diploma.

Scholarships Marimba (High School)

In 2009 a total of 160 students received a scholarship. Unfortunately, we have sponsored less students this year due to lack of funds. To financially adopt a student will cost a sponsor only 300 Euros per year. We ask you to help us the coming year!

This year 18 Students graduated in IT, Bookkeeping, Primary Teaching and Home Economics.

“Today for you, tomorrow for me “– a New Program

A new solidarity program has started. As from 2010, post-scholarship Marimba students, who are now employed, have been asked to financially sponsor a new Marimba student. Also, scholarship students attending  school are obliged to participate in the future. Alumni have set up a committee for this purpose.
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Marimba Scholarships work!

This photo shows a proud ex-Marimba student who graduated, found a job and is now financially supporting his family.

Scholarships Dr. Bloem School (Primary School)

“Take a child under your wings”.  FA continues with this successful program.  You can financially adopt a child for 200 Euros a year.  More sponsors are needed! Please contact us!

Financial Crisis

Needless to say that FA has also felt the repercussions of the world financial crisis. This is very unfortunate as many poor people depend on our donations.  

However, we are pleased to say that so many generously support our projects in Guatemala in order to improve living conditions for the poor population. We hope to count on you again this coming year. We need your support in 2010!

In closing we thank you for your financial support and we wish you a happy and healthy new year.

The FA Board

Theo Bloem, Gerard en Josée van Herel, Noor van Spaendonck, Roeland Tjebbes, Willem-Jan Adriaanssen, Michèle Bloem, Paul Bles.

Flor Ayuda

Want to know more? Please contact us 

tel.:0161-224375

e-mail: info@florayuda.nl
website: www.florayuda.nl
Donations might be tax deductible. We can help you with this.

Bank Account Flor Ayuda: Van Lanschot: 22.55.63.215 or ING: 7460180 t.n.v. Flor Ayuda

